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The Pastor’s Ponderings
Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.

~Corrie Ten Boom

When I was a girl I loved to read the book The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom; I still
re-read it from time to time. The book tells of the adventures of the Ten Booms, a
Dutch Christian family of watchmakers in the village of Haarlem, during the height of the
Nazi invasion of the Netherlands.
She was such a hero of mine that I even visited her family watch shop and home in
Haarlem and stayed across the square near the famous church.
I was inspired by the bravery of the family who served as spies and messengers for the
Christian resistance, hiding persecuted Jewish folk whom the Nazis sought to take away
to concentration camps. Corrie was such a hero of mine that I even visited her family
watch shop and home in Haarlem and stayed across the square near the famous church.
Corrie and her sister were eventually sent to the Ravensbrük death camp themselves.
There, their deep faith sustained them through times of starvation, disease, torture and
even an invasion of fleas.
Only Corrie survived the war, going on to become an evangelist, travelling the world
and telling of the faith that inspired so many to face death for what was right and just,
sustained by God's goodness in the midst of terror.
We feel like these are hard times, trying times - and indeed
they are.
We are living in the midst of a pandemic, where isolation,
financial insecurity, and political instability make us feel increasingly off balance. Can we also place our trust in God? Is
it safe? Will God be there to make things right?
Ask Corrie Ten Boom. She who braved extremes of fear and
despair, of torment and loss, yet maintained the belief that
not only was God faithful, but loving and kind.
Are you feeling fearful? Worried about the future?
The prophet Isaiah spoke to the Jewish people whose lives
had been filled with trial and uncertainty, change and trouble,
saying,
As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
- Isaiah 66
The Psalmist wrote the well known words,
Even when I walk through the valley of the shadow of death I shall fear no evil, for You are
with me. ~ Psalm 23:4
Paul wrote to the Christians in Rome saying,
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor
life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. ~ Romans 8:38-39
Luke quotes our beloved teacher and savior as saying,
Do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will
wear. Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They
do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much
more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his
life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?” ~ Luke
12:22-26
(continued on page 2)

(The Pastor’s Ponderings, from page 1)

Whatever we shall face, my friends, in this scary time of disease and constant change and upheaval, we will not
face it alone. God is always with us. God's armies of angels encamp about us. The Holy Spirit is here to remind us
of what we already know in our hearts and minds.
Pick up your Bible. Read from it every day. If you are afraid, Google "Fear not" in the Bible. You'll find more
support right there than you could take in in a day.
We are not in this alone. We have God. We have each other.
If we are not meeting face to face as usual, we do have the technology to be together - phone calls, FaceTime,
Zoom and Video Calls on your Facebook messenger, text messages, email, social media galore.
I am here for you.
Your church members are here for you.
Our Lord is here for you.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart. Don't depend on your own thoughts and feelings. Keep God at the forefront of
your thinking and God will lead you on the best road through it all.
~Proverbs 3:5-6. (The Pastor Elaine version)
Please know that you can call me, text me, email me or holler real loud. I am here. We can talk on the phone.
Have a masked safe distanced porch chat, a masked and distanced river walk. Or sit at the Labyrinth or even in my
office at church.
I am praying for you, dear ones,
In Christ's Love,

your Pastor E

Good News!! In Person Worship and Sunday School are coming!!
On August 30 ( and future final Sundays of the month)
We will meet in the Sanctuary at 9:30 for Worship In-Person and Broadcast Live on Facebook.
Come with your family and friends, bring your mask and come to worship God together.
On September 6 worship will be online, but Sunday School will be In Person in the Sanctuary and Live via Zoom
(you can join in using the Zoom app on your computer or smart phone or even dial in on your land line!)
Each week :
10:30 am - Zoom Coffee Hour
then at
11:00 am - Sunday School Live and on Zoom

Sunday Evening Communion Offered 6:00 -7:00 pm Beginning August 30.
Would you be interested in a quiet and contemplative Communion service, where you can come with others or
drop by for a time of quiet? Contact Karen Piker or Pastor Elaine for more information.

Racial Reconciliation Weekly Group Meeting
You — yes, you! — are invited to join a group of area clergy and concerned Christians who will gather the community every Monday morning, offering a safe space for sharing stories of:



Failures, regrets, and challenges



Encouragement, hope, and inspiration



Commitment to transformation
Mondays, 10 a.m.
Presbyterian Peace Park
Broadway & Spanish St. in downtown Cape Girardeau
(in the event of inclement weather, group will meet inside First Presbyterian Church)
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Our sympathy is extended to Linda Stevenson Green & family in the passing of her mother, Nina Stevenson Monke.



A donation to the Food Bank was made by Randy & Judy McLain in honor of the birthday of their daughter, Katie Zimmer, on August 9.



A new Sunday School class will begin on September 6 at 11am. The class will study The Universal Christ, by Richard Rohr. Books are $15 and are available in the office. The class will meet in-person in the sanctuary (masks,
please) or on Zoom. Also, a video discussing the current chapter will be posted on Facebook to whet your appetite for each Sunday’s discussion. Please call, email, or text Pastor Elaine with any questions.

The Intent for this
Sunday’s
Meditation/Centering
Prayer group is
GENEROSITY.
Please join us in
spirit at 2:30pm.
Please Remember the Food Bank and Helping Hand!
Some of you have signed the Food Bank/Helping Hand calendar to remember a loved one or a
special occasion. Please go ahead & send your contribution just as you would if we were gathering for worship on Sundays. Inform the office of your occasion & it will be printed in the
newsletter, as usual.
During these uncertain times, Food Bank & Helping Hand assistance is more important than
ever.
John & Deborah Browne, Luther Hunt, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Joe Robb Blattner, Debbie McCormick, Susan Spooler, Carol
Gleason, Liz Meyer, Debbie Bradley, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George & Helen Amick, Iris Likens, Pat Murray &
Wally Allstun, Ed Sheridan & Nita Brackin, Pauline Filla, Martha D., Mary Hendrix, Ken Bohnsack, Wayne Piker, Kim Wells
Schott, frontline workers, Felicia Fox, Henry S., Carol Poynor, the family of Nina Stevenson Monke, relatives & friends serving
in the military, all who are hurting, lonely, and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found at the back of the sanctuary.

