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Notes from the Road
Winter Storm Diego dropped six inches of snow on my mom’s place in East
Tennessee. She’s doing much better, thanks in part to your encouragement, but isn’t
driving yet. She fretted yesterday over how to get to her mailbox to mail my sister-inlaw’s birthday card. Mom considered her cane … but the driveway is steep. The
walker … but the snow was deep. Finally she went out in the garage, got in the car,
backed up to the mailbox, and posted her letter. I’m grateful for her stubborn inventiveness!
And for all the laughs we had at the Wacky Dinner as we raised funds to support Disciples missionaries
Larry and Debbie Colvin.
And for the Plowshares sale, and the good that $7081 will do in the households of third-world artisans.
And for time in prayer, in which a clouded pool may become still and clear.
And for fortune cookie fortunes. For this one: “Anything you do, do it well. The last thing you want is to be
sorry for what you didn’t do.”
What I’m listening to: upon the recommendation of Edna Ruth Fischer, who pointed out that no one seems
to know any of what I listen to, so turnabout is fair play: “Younger Than Springtime,” from South Pacific ( https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=uSS_bQoMaIA ).
—Doug

From the Board Chair . . .
Christmas Waiting
We enjoyed worship together on Sunday the 9th with
the Reverend Rodgers preaching a message of insight
into our human condition through scripture and Aesop’s
fable, and the wonders brought by thankfulness that lift
us beyond our want of 'self-ness'.
Following the benediction we met as a congregation
and affirmed Debbie Balsano as Elder - Finance Chair
for 2019. We are thankful.
The efforts of faithful service of our Search Committee are a blessing to us. The Board of Elders presented
to the congregation the nomination of Reverend Lawrence Rodgers as Pastor of Abbey Road Christian
Church. The congregation voted to extend a call to Lawrence to come here and be with us. We are thankful.
Lawrence will reply to our call after some time on his
knees in prayer. We are thankful.
And for us, in this time of Christmas Waiting? Maybe
some 'knee time' too?
Sola Cura,
In Christ,
David Giles

Christmas Offering
December 16 & 23
Our finest gifts support the
work of Regional Ministries this Christmas. Your regional ministry works to:
 Connect congregations to each other
 Foster faith development
 Gather Disciples in camps, conferences, and assemblies
 Nurture the development of a new generation of
pastors
 Assist churches in calling new ministers
 Interpret the global mission of the church
 Represent the church in ecumenical gatherings
 Counsel and pry with those who are troubled of
spirit
 Walk with those in conflict
 Lead the church to address racism
 Inspire leaders to experiment and create
 Witness to the power of God to make things new
Your gift to the Christmas offering supports the work of
the Mid-America Region, sustaining the life of our
church. Thank you for providing your finest gift.
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John & Deborah Browne, Del Brunton, Connie Gibson, Kenny
Werner, Luther Hunt, Mary Ann Heinsman, Maxie McKenzie & family,
Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Gerry Thomason, Ada “Dottie” Cruce, Joe
Robb Blattner, Debbie McCormick, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason,
Brian Lierer, Liz Meyer, Debbie Bradley, Thelma Nelson, Debbie Michel, Kitty Prindle, Dawn Knoderer, Jacqui Close, Conner Propst,
Pastoral Search Committee, Kathleen Job, Jim Gloth, Andrew Dooley, Kim Farrar
Frank, George Amick, Caryn Michel, Ruth Hopkins, David Fox, Iris Likens, Pat
Murray & Wally Allstun, Beverly King, Felicia Fox, Adrian Wills, relatives & friends
serving in the military, all who are hurting, lonely, and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church
office or fill out a form found at the back of the sanctuary.
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2018 Officers, Board of Elders
Chair: David Giles
Chair-Elect: Steven Piker
Past Chair: Allen Taylor
Finance Chair:
Board Secretary: Leslee Pollina
Trustee Chair: Jim Main
Elder At-Large: Judy McLain

Serving on Sunday, December 9
At the Table: Martin Needels (c), Steven Piker (o)
Distribution: Peggy Bentlage, Anne McDonough + ushers
Communion Prep: Kilja Israel
Scripture Reader: Jim Main
Greeters: Lavetta Bratton, Felicia Fox
Ushers: Edna Ruth Fischer, Jim Main
Abbey Road Adventures: Steven Piker
Worship Capt.: Lavetta Bratton
Soundboard: Breedon/Dean

CALENDAR

Worship Notes December 9
Attendance: 70
1st time guests: 3 Regular friends: 9
Offering: $1,513
December 16
Luke 3:1-6


Golden Boys will meet at 8:00 on Tuesday at My
Daddy’s Cheesecake. Please join us for breakfast and
conversation.



Doesn’t the church sign look beautiful?
THANK YOU to Laurie Taylor for decorating it!



Help start Helen Tilley’s year off right by
signing up NOW to serve in January!
You’ll be glad you did!

Thursday, December 13
9:00am Women’s Breakfast Group at Curtis’s, 265 Bristle Ridge
Sunday, December 16
9:30am Worship
9:30am Abbey Rd. Adventures for children, K-6th grade
10:30am Fellowship
10:45am Sunday School
Tuesday, December 18
8:00am Golden Boys at My Daddy’s Cheesecake
Wednesday, December 19
9:30am Bible Study
6:00pm New Life Singers practice
Thursday, December 20
5:30pm Dinner Out with Friends at Café & Me

True Inclusion
The Green Room group has come to the end of True
Inclusion: Creating Communities of Radical Embrace by
Brandon Robertson. Next Sunday, December 16, we’ll
discuss the “Conclusion” and Appendix 1, which offers
ten actions we can take to make inclusion real. Perhaps
we’ll commit to one or more! All are welcome to join in
at 10:45 am!

Barefoot on Sunday
Will present the original Cantata

There Will Be Dreams
on
Sunday, December 23, 2:30pm
at
Abbey Road Christian Church
Reception will follow

The Labyrinth at Abbey Road
extends an invitation for your presence at a

Winter Solstice Celebration
on Friday, December 21, 2018, at 5pm.
There will be a bonfire and
brief ceremony with a labyrinth
walk for those who wish to do so.
Winter Solstice has been
celebrated in all cultures for all
time remembered. It is the longest night of the year and
heralds the beginning of the solar year with Light returning to us for longer periods with each new day. This season is a time of nurturing and resting and renewal. Come
celebrate this peaceful and rejuvenating season!

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent Plowshares
sale in any way. A truckload of
thank yous to all of the people
who helped put the sale together; the sale could not happen without
you! We will be sending $7,081 to the artisans who created the sale items this year. In
the seven years we’ve held the sale, we have
made $48, 872 to be returned to the craftspeople in developing countries to provide
vital income for housing, medical needs, food,
clothing, education, etc. Thank you for your
continued support.

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your prayers
and expressions of concern during my recent medical procedures.
Your thoughtfulness is truly appreciated.
Felicia Fox

I want to thank everyone for the
prayers, cards, concern, and support
over the course of my mom’s long illness and her recent passing.
You have lifted us up in so many
ways, and so many times.
There is so much love in this congregation, and I’m honored to be a part
of this church family.
Karen (Piker)

