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Pastor Elaine's Ponderings
This week, we enter the second week of the Advent season. This week we prepare for
Peace.
How do we do that, you ask?
Good Question!
In a NY Times article, Want to Get Into the Christmas Spirit? Face the Darkness How I fell in
love with the season of Advent, Anglican Priest, Tish Harrison Warren writes about the way
we who follow Jesus are called to prepare for peace.
It is counter cultural. It may offend some, frighten others.
"In the church calendar, every period of celebration is preceded by a time of preparation.
Historically, Advent, the liturgical season that begins four Sundays before Christmas Day, is
a way to prepare our hearts (and minds and souls) for Christmas. For Christians, Christmas
is a celebration of Jesus’ birth — that light has come into darkness and, as the Gospel of
John says, “the darkness could not overcome it.”
But Advent bids us first to pause and to look, with complete honesty, at that darkness. To
practice Advent is to lean into an almost cosmic ache: our deep, wordless desire for things
to be made right and the incompleteness we find in the meantime. We dwell in a world still
racked with conflict, violence, suffering, darkness.
Advent holds space for our grief, and it reminds us that all of us, in one way or another,
are not only wounded by the evil in the world but are also wielders of it," contributing our
own moments of unkindness or impatience or selfishness...
Both darkness and light are real, and our calendar gives time to recall both. But in the end,
Christians believe the light is more real and more enduring. There is still good news to celebrate, even when — perhaps especially when — it’s been a hard year."
Advent is a time of examination and preparation that prepares us to repent and turn
around, so we can see and feel the coming of the Light and its healing power.
And then, we can dive, with joy, into all Twelve Days of Christmas. Another practice that
society doesn't understand. More on those 12 days of joy and light, soon.
Meanwhile, don't let the fear of the darkness of our shortening days keep you from your
Advent preparations. Examine bravely, determine what needs healing and what needs to
be jettisoned to create room for the birth of new life to take root and grow peace.
May the shoot of Life and Light take root in your heart this Advent season.
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oinsettias will again grace the sanctuary during the Christmas
season. You may place a plant in honor or in memory of a loved
one. Please do not bring your plant until Wednesday, December 11.
Inform the office of who is placing the plant & for whom it is being
given. If you wish to take your plant home after December 24, please put your name on
the plant.

Plowshares Sale is Saturday, December 7, 8am-1pm. Tell your friends! Tell your family!
There’s always a great variety of items to be found at the sale! Each year
brings surprises. It’s a great place to do some Christmas shopping!
We’ll unload on Thursday afternoon & unpack & organize on Friday. Thank
you if you’ve signed up to help out in any way. This sale wouldn’t happen
without the willingness of all of you to do the work!

Christmas Special Offering to support

Regional Ministries
Received December 15 & 22

Why Support the Region?
Most church members don't realize how much the region does to support the congregations, so I want to give
you a recent personal example. For our pastoral search committee, our regional minister, Penny Ross-Corona,
made trips here to meet with us, spent time with us, gave us instruction and advise, supported us and answered all
the questions we had, and then came back again for Elaine's installation.
This is just one thing, but it was significant for our congregation and basically invisible to most church members.
It is important for the congregations to support the region because the region is there for us, for the church at
large, for the pastors, and more.
Karen Piker
Outreach Chair
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Worship Notes December 1
Attendance: 52
Regular friends: 18
Offering: $4310

Chair: Steven Piker
Chair-Elect: Jim Main
Past Chair: David Giles
Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano
Board Secretary: Judy McLain
Trustee Chair: Glenda Zink
Elder-At-Large: Judy Cureton

Serving on Sunday, December 8
At the Table: Jim Main (c), Martin Needels (o)
Distribution: Anne McDonough, Carolyn Taylor
Communion Prep: Darla Snider
Scripture Reader: Jamie Koehler
Greeters: Lavetta Bratton, Felicia Fox
Ushers: Rebecca Baldwin, Karen Piker
Abbey Road Adventures: Steve Piker
Worship Capt.: Laurie Taylor
Soundboard: Breedon/Dean

December 8
Repentance Can’t Wait (Peace Can’t Wait)
Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12
Thursday, December 5
Pick up merchandise for Plowshares sale & unload on return to
Cape



Golden Boys will meet at 8:00 on Tuesday at My
Daddy’s Cheesecake. Please join us for breakfast and
conversation.

Friday, December 6
9:00am Unpack & organize for sale
6:30pm “Feed the Hungry” Interfaith Holiday Concert
featuring Barefoot on Sunday at 8pm



Christmas Eve Candle Light Service will be at 5PM, not
7pm as listed on the December calendar.



On December 8, the adult Sunday School class will
discuss chapters 4 & 5 (The Lord’s Supper and Baptism)
of Disciples: Who We Are and What Holds Us Together.
Please join us!



Our sympathy is extended to Sue Kemp & family in the
passing of her mother on November 30.

Saturday, December 7
8:00am-1:00pm Plowshares Sale
Sunday, December 8
9:30am Worship
9:30am Abbey Rd. Adventures for children, K-6th grade
10:30am Fellowship
10:45am Sunday School
Tuesday, December 10
8:00am Golden Boys at My Daddy’s Cheesecake
Wednesday, December 11
9:30am Bible Study
6:00pm New Life Singers practice
6:30pm Movie Night: Chariots of Fire: the fact-based story of two
athletes in the 1942 Olympics: one a devout Scottish Christian who
runs for the glory of God, and an English Jew who runs to overcome
prejudice

Thursday, December 12
9:00am Women’s Breakfast Group at Margaret Needels’,
2206 Yorktown

Help Needed! We need volunteers to recruit peo-

ple to serve in worship during 2020. A sign up sheet
is posted, so pick a month & help out with this important ministry! And sign up to serve in January!
THANK YOU! A big thank you to Kevin Zink who worked

on mulching the labyrinth perimeter last week, as well as
the hard-working souls who braved the chilly, windy
weather to help on Sunday--Charles Baldwin, Barbara
Breedon, Linda Hill, Jamie Koehler, and Karen & Steve
Piker. The mulching was finished in no time with such
good help! The Labyrinth Crew is very grateful. ~Anne

John & Deborah Browne, Kenny Werner, Luther Hunt, Mary Ann Heinsman, Maxie McKenzie & family, Mark Faith, Bill Cox,
Gerry Thomason, Ada “Dottie” Cruce, Joe Robb Blattner, Debbie McCormick, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Brian Lierer,
Debbie Bradley, Thelma Nelson, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George Amick, Ruth Hopkins, Bill & Iris Likens, Pat
Murray & Wally Allstun, Adrian & Naida Wills, Ed Sheridan & Nita Brackin, Winona Crampton, Colt Reams, Becky Tinsley,
Felicia Fox, Pauline Filla, Sue Kemp & family, Hugh & Flo White, relatives & friends serving in the military, all who are hurting,
lonely, and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found at the back of the sanctuary.

