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The Pastor’s Ponderings
This morning I was pondering the past year and the effects of a pandemic on our country,
community, and church family.
The Washington Post compared the staggering number of 500,000 COVID-19 related
deaths in a way that might be easier to visualize. They compared it to the size of a city- Sacramento, or Kansas City. Imagine a whole large city gone. Does that help make the number
feel real? It sure did for me. I have spent time in both places. I can imagine what the loss of
those communities would be like. It is staggering to imagine.
Psychologist Ruth Buczynsky, says that the loss of the last year has created a pandemic of
despair.
Lutheran pastor and stewardship writer Rob Blezard, suggests that we use Lent as a time
to go the second mile.

“If any of your kin fall into difficulty and become dependent on you, you shall support them.” -
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Leviticus 25:35a
He writes,
Thanks to vaccines, we can expect an end to the pandemic this year, but the economic recovery will linger much longer.
Our government reports that half the families in our nation lost income in 2020, with many of
them forced into desperate poverty. Billions of dollars in federal assistance and a moratorium
on evictions have helped ease the pain, but many are suffering.
The pandemic’s economic victims may include you, your family members, and people in your
community or congregation.
Lent has begun, but it’s not too late to adopt a discipline that may simultaneously help bring
you closer to God, increase your faith and help your neighbor. Pray for guidance on how best
to respond to the need.
Here are some ideas:
• Pray. Set aside time each day to talk and listen to God.
• If you can afford to make a financial contribution, give sacrificially to a ministry that‘s helping
people get by: a food pantry, soup kitchen, homeless shelter, clothing closet Can you
make a weekly donation through Lent, and beyond?
• If you cannot afford to make a financial contribution, can you volunteer? Are there special
talents – writing, online communications, organizing, fund-raising, etc. – that you might
be able to donate?
• In your congregation, start or expand a helping ministry. Alternatively, lead your church to
become a ministry that’s already doing a good job.
• Learn about the needs in your congregation and community and then educate others.
• Advocate on issues of poverty and economic justice.
The pandemic’s bruising effects will take years to heal. As God’s people, we can help by praying, serving and supporting those in need.
What can we do during Lent to offer support? We can all pray.
Why not pray for God to guide you in how you might offer relief. If you can give, donate
time, or items, or money; that is wonderful. But so are phone calls, cards, letters, and more
prayer.
I sure do look forward to the time that we can join together in worship and fellowship together. It is good to see that possibility drawing closer with every vaccine.
God be with you every moment of every day.
In Christ!
Pastor Elaine
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Pastor Elaine invites everyone to stop by the church & pick up a Lent in a Bag kit with activities for Lent
that she has prepared for all.



Click on the link for the February 21 worship service: https://www.wevideo.com/view/2058720981

Abbey Road Christian Church
Will resume in-person worship
On
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28
Details will follow.

The Intent for the February 28
Meditation/Centering Prayer
group is

Freedom
In seeking freedom for others,
we find it in ourselves

Week of Compassion Special Offering
Received through March 7

Let Love Flow

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
“There are times when we look up to the heavens and
ask… do you really mean wherever? Even if wherever
involves 911 moments or disasters? Again, the answer is
yes, wherever. When you go through flooding, winter
storm damage, busted pipes and significant home damage, hurricanes, tornadoes, hail damage, insurance or no
insurance… God is wherever. And then … God sends
help. It comes in all forms and from friends of all
kinds. Some of those friends are from Week of Compassion. They come with resources and with faith. They
come with ears and hearts open. They come with hands
open ready for work and with hands folded in prayer.” Rev. Joe Hodges, Senior Minister, The Woodlands Christian Church, TX.

John & Deborah Browne, Luther Hunt, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Joe Robb Blattner, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Liz Meyer,
Debbie Bradley, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George & Helen Amick, Pat Murray & Wally Allstun, Ed Sheridan &
Nita Brackin, Martha D., Mary Hendrix, Wayne Piker, Kim Wells Schott, frontline workers, Felicia Fox, Henry S., Edna
Ohmart, David H., Frank & Sue Batchelor, Troy & Wilma Dooley, Dorothy R., Calvin Wells, Linda Dillman, Ed Tilley, Alan
Myers, Carla Jordan, Hugh White, Kara King, Peggy Bentlage, relatives & friends serving in the military, all who are hurting,
lonely, and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found in the narthex.

