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REPORT FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS
At the beginning of each year, the volunteers who have been elected by the congregation, gather as Board, Cabinet,
and other committees to lead our family at ARCC. The various groups refer consistently to our mission statement, our values
statement, and our by-laws; the Board and Cabinet have covenant statements that we review, to guide our interactions with
each other and with the congregation.
Every year, hundreds, if not thousands, of decisions are made. Most of them are invisible: Who will lock up the
church after services? What air conditioning service should we employ to ensure our comfort?
Other decisions are more obvious to the general congregation: What hymn would best fit the topic for this week’s
service? When should we gather for Town Hall meetings or fellowship dinners?
Last week, some in the congregation were surprised by the Board’s decision to restart the search for a new pastor.
When experiencing an unexpected loss, it is normal to have strong emotions and a desire for reasons and details. Why was
this decision made?
In the last chapter of John, Jesus asks Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” three times. Peter responded, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” And three times, Jesus replied, “Take care of my sheep.”
The Board’s painful decision arose out of a deep love for our family at ARCC. Like all families, we can debate the
timing, the process, and the wisdom of the decision. And like Jesus, you are free to ask multiple times, “Do you love us?”
And we would like to repeatedly say, “Yes, we love you!”—even if you do not know the factors underlying the decision.
Our next steps will include, a leadership meeting with Dr. Penny Ross-Corona on July 19 as well as putting together a
search committee for our next pastor. A group is busily planning worship services over the next several weeks. The trustees
are working with others to start the renovations after our recent flood. Through this time of healing and discernment, we
ask for God’s continued guidance for ARCC.

News from the General Assembly
This past weekend the 2017 General Assembly elected Rev. Teresa (Terri) Hord Owens to serve
as the General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). A Disciple since
young adulthood, Hord Owens is currently dean of students at the University of Chicago Divinity School
and pastor of First Christian Church of Downers Grove, IL.
Below is an excerpt of Rev. Owens’ vision statement as our General Minister and President:
“The vision of the movement that has become known as the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) has always focused on the unity of believers, even amidst and in spite of differences that may
seek to divide the church. We give each other permission to disagree and we offer love in all things. We declare that we are
a pro-reconciliation and anti-racism church, and that we welcome all as God has welcomed us. In these ways, we have
sought to live justly, in unity, in the midst of many differences. In these times in which we live, an active understanding of
unity is even more important to our church, our movement in the U.S. and Canada, and around the world. John 17 has long
been one of my favorite New Testament texts because I believe it sets forth the reason why we are to execute the Great
Commission, and why we are to love our neighbor as ourselves. Jesus’ prayer for unity is not to establish “kum-ba-yah” moments, “feel good” experiences that evaporate after we release our neighbor’s hand. Jesus’ intent and vison is that we are
one “so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” (John 17:23b,
NRSV). Our striving for unity is perhaps the most powerful way in which we bear witness that the love of God is real and present in the world. If we can hold one another in community, even in the presence of tensions that result from human differences of various dimensions of identity, socio-economic status, geography, theology and politics, it should be our goal that
the world will see in us what is possible through Christian love and unity. We can be an example to the world to say that we
believe the gospel of Jesus Christ and his church are so important that we can work together despite those differences to
ensure that God’s message of love is shared and lived out in the world, as we work for justice for all. This is, I believe, what
Jesus prayed for, and it is what I believe we are called to live out as disciples/Disciples of Christ.”

(Disciples of Christ)

2411 Abbey Road
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701

John & Deborah Browne, Del Brunton, Connie Gibson, Kenny Werner,
Gene Farrar, Luther Hunt, Mary Ann Heinsman, Bonnie Hennessy, Maxie
McKenzie & family, Charles Blattner, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Emily Long,
Gerry Thomason, Shel Taylor, Diane Simpher, Vera Brown, Ada
“Dottie” Cruce, Joe Robb Blattner, Wilma Dooley, Debbie McCormick,
relatives & friends serving in the military, all who are hurting, lonely, and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church
office or fill out a form found at the back of the sanctuary.
Please note: Names will be removed from the prayer list after 3 months unless
an update is made to the church office.

Phone: 573-335-3422
Fax: 573-335-6996
E-mail: capearcc@gmail.com
www.abbeyroadchristianchurch.com
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Abbey-Road-Christian-Church/332270383559624?fref=ts

Worship Notes
July 2 Attendance: 80 1st time guests: 2 Regular friends: 14
Offering: $4,572

2017 Officers, Board of Elders
Chair: Allen Taylor
Chair-Elect: David Giles
Finance Chair & Past Chair: Stephen Jordan
Board Secretary: Leslee Pollina
Trustee Chair: Judy Cureton
Elder At-Large: Judy McLain

July 9

Serving on Sunday, July 16
At the Table: David Giles (c), Jim Main (o)
Distribution: Carolyn Taylor, Adrian Wills + ushers
Communion Prep: Linda Hill
Scripture Reader: Marian Kramer
Greeters: Karen & Steven Piker
Ushers: Dick & Linda Hill
Abbey Road Adventures: Karen Piker
Worship Capt.: Dick Hill
Soundboard: Breedon/Dean

CALENDAR
Sunday, July 16
9:30am Worship
9:30am Abbey Rd. Adventures for children, K-6th grade
10:30am Fellowship
10:45am Sunday School
Tuesday, July 18
8:00am Golden Boys at My Daddy’s Café & Bakery
2:00-6:00pm Red Cross Blood Drive at ARCC
Wednesday, July 19
9:30am Bible Study
6:00pm New Life Singers practice
6:45pm Chancel Choir practice
Thursday, July 20
8:00am Women’s Breakfast Group at Hickory House

Attendance: 78 1st time guests: 2 Regular friends: 22
Offering: $15,428
July 16
Miracles
Psalm 46:10 “Be still and know that I am God.”


Golden Boys will meet at 8:00 on Tuesday at My
Daddy’s Cheesecake. Please join us for breakfast and
conversation.



Sign up to serve in August! It will
be here before you know it!

Abbey Road Christian Church will
sponsor a blood
drive on Tuesday,
July 18, from 26pm at the church. Please
mark your calendars & make an
appointment—either online:
redcrossblood.org
and enter: AbbeyRoad; or call 1-800RED CROSS (1-800733-2767)

