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Pastor Elaine’s Ponderings
Reverend Cameron Trimble writes what she calls Piloting Faith, an almost daily devotional, which I subscribe to via an organization called Convergence. I was particularly
moved by this entry from February 6, 2021. She wrote,
Recently I've been learning from a brilliant woman named Loes Damhof. She is a professor at Hanze University in The Netherlands specializing in a field of study called "futures
literacy."
She guides people to think about the space between their probable future and their
preferred future, inviting them to consider possibilities they would not have entertained
before. It’s a way of opening imagination and then acting to create a more beautiful life.
Yesterday morning on a call, she said something that caught my attention about the
importance of this work.
She said, “Some people are colonizing our futures. They are setting the parameters today
for the probable world we live in tomorrow. We don’t have to let them. We can imagine a
different preferred future and act to create it. The future is not determined.”
Yes!
The starting place, she says, is to question the assumptions that we hold in the present. The opening of our imagination, or what she calls the reframe, starts with the
phrase, “What if…?”
Here are reframes to play with:
What if…you can’t fail at what you are scared to try? What becomes possible?
What if…you don’t work more than 8 hours a day? What entices you?
What if…you put your phone in another room when you go to bed? What shifts in you?
What if…you focus more on being instead of doing? What becomes clearer to you?
What if…you actually believed that God/Source loves you? What opens within you?
In giving voice to a preferred future in the face of a probably one, it occurs to me that
Loes is practicing the art of prophetic proclamation.
The prophets of our past and present all speak with a pattern of "You have heard it said
(probable future)..., but I say (preferred future)…"
Matthew 5:47 models this through Jesus' words: "You have heard that it was said, ‘Love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you."
In other words, "You have been told to believe this about the world, but I see a new
possibility for how we can live together in peace.”
Whether it is called prophetic imagination or futures literacy, dreaming and working for
a better future is the human journey at its best.
We are about to recognize the one-year mark of when the world went on lockdown
from COVID-19. One year ago, life as we knew it was reframed.
The question we are still sorting out is "what is our preferred future?"
I can't help but wonder...what if we created a more just and generous world for all of
us?
We are in this together,
Rev. Cameron Trimble
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What do you think about that, ARCC? Could we begin to proclaim a preferred future for our church and our community?
The News says that church will never be the same post pandemic. But I say, Good News! Let's make it even better!
More loving and accepting. Even more generous in our giving. Reaching out in new and exciting ways. Learning to
be an even better version of the body of Christ than we were before!
Let's be adventurous as we prepare to build God's kingdom one small seed at a time.
You are so deeply loved!
Pastor Elaine
The Intent for the March 14 Meditation/Centering Prayer group is

Connection

Set your clocks one hour
ahead before retiring on
Saturday night!

Our connection to the Creator opens our
shared connection to all living things

 Click on this link to view the March 7 worship service: https://www.wevideo.com/view/2083124101
 Pastor Elaine is working on a project that uses the skins from yellow onions! Please bring your yellow
onion skins to the church—Tuesday through Thursday—9:00am—2:30pm. Thank you!

 Worship Committee will meet on Tuesday, March 23, at 6:30pm.

John & Deborah Browne, Luther Hunt, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Joe Robb Blattner, Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Liz Meyer,
Debbie Bradley, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George & Helen Amick, Pat Murray & Wally Allstun, Ed Sheridan & Nita
Brackin, Martha D., Mary Hendrix, Wayne Piker, Kim Wells Schott, frontline workers, Felicia Fox, Henry S., Edna Ohmart,
David H., Frank & Sue Batchelor, Troy & Wilma Dooley, Dorothy R., Calvin Wells, Linda Dillman, Ed Tilley, Alan Myers,
Carla Jordan, Hugh White, Kara King, Jeneva Crampton, relatives & friends serving in the military, all who are hurting, lonely,
and afraid.
Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found in the narthex.

