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The Pastor’s Ponderings
How do we know when it is safe for our congregation to go back to worship in the sanctuary? Good question.
Some churches are opening this weekend, already! Weekday mass at our local Catholic
churches are being celebrated in person, but weekend masses are still being live-streamed or
radio broadcast.
Some Methodist churches are beginning face to face (but six feet apart) in June. What
about Abbey Road Christian Church?
We will know more as time goes by.
Here is what I think: because of our age and health demographics, I personally believe we
should go by the “better safe than sorry” handbook. Let us see what happens as these
churches begin in person worship...
On the other hand maybe it doesn't have to be one or the other, either online worship or
face to face, just yet. There is that Drive-In church option. According to Relevant Magazine,
West Liberty, Ohio’s First Church of God developed this guide to encourage inter-car communication.

But No! Really? I truly thought this was posted in jest, but not so!!
Being as they are a congregation which is accustomed to lots of verbal interactions like
"amen's" and "preach it", and physical responses like hand-raising and clapping, or coming to
the rail to repent or receive prayer, they wanted a way to communicate those things from their
cars.
Nearby Illinois' Governor Pritzker has called for drive-in style worship services, taking the
lead from the old drive-in movie theater model as a means for hosting worship services at
church, while still maintaining safe distancing .
Some churches are using individual bluetooth receivers in each car, while, as our former
transitional minister, the Rev. Doug Job, told me that his congregation is looking into using a
low power FM radio transmitter to broadcast their worship to congregate car radios. I mentioned that to Steve Piker and that is being looked into as a possibility for us. Thanks Doug!
Drive in Worship. I think this might be just what we need.
We could worship in the safety of individual cars, but you still get the feeling of hanging out
with your church community. Perhaps we'll skip the blinkers and windshield squirting. We can
even manage a way to safely to take the Lord's Supper via specially and safely prepared and
packaged elements or maybe we'll try a “bring your own” bread and juice option.
I am studying and reaching out to church leaders and staff to find the best possible means
for providing safe worship that works for all of us.
The Abbey Road Christian Church Board will meet next week to make final decisions and
plans as to when and how we will meet again. I can't wait to see you!!
In Christ's Deep Love,

Pastor E

ABBEY ROAD CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
2411 Abbey Road
Cape Girardeau, MO 63701
Rev. Elaine Schoepf, Pastor
562-396-8039 pastorelaines@gmail.com
Phone: 573-335-3422
Fax: 573-335-6996
E-mail: capearcc@gmail.com
www.abbeyroadchristianchurch.com

2020 Board of Elders Officers

Chair: Jim Main
Chair-Elect: Leslee Pollina
Past Chair: Steven Piker
David Dickey, Associate Minister
Finance Chair: Deborah Balsano
573-450-1013 dldhistorian@gmail.com Board Secretary: Judy McLain
Trustee Chair: Dennis Underwood
Elder At-Large: Darla Snider

FACEBOOK.COM/ARCCDOC/

Thoughts from The Labyrinth . . .

A recent entry in the journal

“Whenever I need to quiet my mind
and find peace, I know I Can come here.
No distractions, no expectations, I allow
God to calm thoughts and give me
direction.
God’s peace be with and bless you for
providing this scared place.”



THANK YOU to George and Brian Dean for taking down the tattered flag and replacing it with a new one.



Our sympathy is extended to Lavetta Bratton & family in the passing of her mother, Thelma Nelson, on Friday, May
15.



A donation to the Food Bank has been made by Felicia Fox in memory of her parents, Felix & Juanita Snider, for
their May 24 wedding anniversary.



The intent for May 24’s meditation/centering prayer is



Contact Pastor Elaine (562-396-8039) if you would like to have a DVD of Sunday’s services.



Secret Place devotional booklet for summer quarter is now available. Pick one up in the narthex during office
hours: 9am-Noon, Tuesday through Thursday.

“Illumination”

John & Deborah Browne, Luther Hunt, Maxie McKenzie & family, Mark Faith, Bill Cox, Joe Robb Blattner, Debbie McCormick,
Susan Spooler, Carol Gleason, Liz Meyer, Debbie Bradley, Dawn Knoderer, Kim Farrar Frank, George Amick, Bill & Iris Likens, Pat Murray & Wally Allstun, Ed Sheridan & Nita Brackin, Pauline Filla, Mary Hendrix, Ken Bohnsack, family of Thelma Nelson, Calvin Wells, Donna Kramer, frontline workers, relatives & friends serving in the military, all who are hurting, lonely, and
afraid. Do you have someone to add to our prayer list? Please inform the church office or fill out a form found at the
back of the sanctuary.

